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PRUNING CLASS—December 3

CEMETERY ROSE

December 3 is the day and 10
o’clock is the time for a pruning
class conducted by Rose Garden Curator, Barbara Oliva.
Barbara will focus on pruning
old garden roses, and will talk
about appropriate tools and
demonstrate proper techniques
for winter pruning.
Each visitor will have an opportunity to get some hands-on
experience, so wear warm clothing and bring gloves and tools.

A Day in the Garden with Dr. Wang
Guoliang
by Anita Clevenger
If a tree falls in the forest and there is no
one is around to hear it, does it make a
sound? If a rose has been grown in gardens for a thousand years in China, did it
exist before a European plant explorer
“discovered” it?
Philosophers will continue to debate
whether a sound is made if there is no ear
around to hear it. However, rosarians can
no longer date a China rose based on
when it was introduced to the West. According to Dr. Wang Guoliang, who visited our garden on October 12th, many of
today's China roses were grown as early as
the Song Dynasty, which extended from
964 to 1254 AD.
Dr. Wang, a professor at China's Forestry
Department of Jiangsu Province, has been
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studying roses of Chinese origin for more
than thirty years.
Ours was the second garden that he visited
during his recent trip to the United States.
It was pouring rain when he visited his first
garden, Berkeley Botanic Garden. Sacramento's weather was wonderful, with a
blue sky dotted with fluffy white clouds. It
was a perfect day for looking at roses, and
Dr. Wang studied them intently, talking to
us about what he observed and taking photographs and cuttings. He was joined by
Fred Boutin, Howard Higson, Director of
Horticulture at Quarryhill Botanical Garden, and a number of cemetery volunteers.
Dr. Wang said some of our roses have been
misidentified in the West. Our 'Fun Jwan Lo,'
also known as “Odorata 22449,” was brought
(Continued on page 6)
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editorial
With the end of this year, we find that the Historic Rose Garden will be twenty years old in
2012. That’s amazing! We’re in a mood to
celebrate all the fine work done by so many
volunteers over the years. So we’re planning
to celebrate all year culminating with an October event that we hope will include rosy
friends from around the world. (More on that
later.)
Volunteers give up their most valuable resource to others, their time. There is no way
to adequately thank all the Rose Garden volunteers for countless hours of pruning, weeding, building, planting, writing, installing and
just plain obsessing over our very special garden.
We are proud to have received recognition
locally and internationally from Sacramento’s
City Council, and the Heritage Rose Foundation. We take pride in the fact that though
many parent plants are gone from sites
around California, their descendents survive
in our garden. We are also proud of our educational efforts through classes, tours and
publications; we’ve reached a lot of people
and turned them on to antique roses.
We have many reasons to celebrate in 2012
and I am thankful to have been a part of such
a great group of hard-working rosy folks.
Congratulations to us all for twenty years of
effort that has paid off in a really big way.
Questions, comments, concerns,
Judy Eitzen, editor
Verlaine@citlink.net
685-6634
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events

December 3—Pruning Class
January 14—Pruning Invitational
February 4—Museum Day
April 21—Open Garden
October 12-14—20th Anniversary event

Rose Garden Maintenance Report

by Anita Clevenger

Our mild summer gave way to a blast of September
triple-digit heat, followed by some early October rain.
Rather than spoiling the roses, it seemed to delay the
fall flush, and we've enjoyed a particularly fine showing
from the Tea roses.
Chuck Hatch and the Sheriff's work crew continued to
mow and edge the paths throughout the summer,
which made the garden look much tidier and nicer to
walk through. One of the crew members took on the
task of digging up volunteer trees. It's not possible to
eradicate them all, but there are far fewer than there
were earlier this summer. The crew has also tackled
many weedy areas, especially purple nutsedge, which
was the worst it has ever been in the rose garden.
Why do we have so much nutsedge this year? It's possible that nutsedge tubers came in with the mulch last
year. Excessive moisture is also a factor. The late
spring rain probably encouraged its growth, and Chuck
thinks that water from the bubblers spreads throughout
the mulch. He has put pipes around some of the bubblers in the hopes that the water will go straight down

into the soil to the rose roots. While repeatedly pulling
off the tops of the nutsedge will eventually weaken and
kill it, often we end up disturbing the tubers and runners and making matters worse. We've tried digging it
out of a couple of plots, removing and sifting soil
about eight inches down, and topping it with weed
cloth, cardboard and mulch. We will monitor those
plots to see how well this works.
We've had two Americorps teams this fall, helping us
with some weeding, trimming back iris, and trimming
two two giant roses, ‘Fortune's Double Yellow’ and
“Not Parks' Hume's”. We always appreciate Americorps volunteer’s energy and good attitudes.
While we depend a lot on the Sheriff's crew and groups
like Americorps, the backbone of our garden is the
volunteers who come faithfully to weed, deadhead,
trim, and prune the roses. Some busy months are
ahead. We have a few roses to plant, and hundreds to
prune. Come join us!
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HELP ME FIND—A VERY USEFUL WEBSITE

Have you been to HelpMeFind lately? If not,
you should.
HelpMeFind bills itself as, “the internet’s most
comprehensive and interactive source for detailed
descriptions of roses, peonies and clematis…” It
lives up to that billing because rose, peony and
clematis lovers everywhere provide detailed information about the plants they see, propagate and
grow in their gardens and nurseries. The website
includes nurseries, public and private gardens, organizations, events, breeders and authors and is
the best place to start a search.

Members can:
• Share in the wealth of knowledge and experience collected from hundreds of resources and
rose enthusiasts
• Search the plant list (38,000 roses) for detailed
information. Advanced search criteria are
available to narrow your search to specific cultivars.

The site lists more than 45,000 plants (38,000 of
them roses) with over 130,000 photos. Thousands
of rose nurseries and public and private gardens
are included to help rose lovers find that perfect
plant.

•
•
•

Active participation by visitors is encouraged.
One can upload information and photos of roses.
A specific format is used to categorize the roses,
so visitors learn the same information about each
cultivar. The site is easy to use and uploading is
relatively painless.

•

Additionally, visitors are encouraged to join HelpMeFind. You can become a basic member for
free which gives access to information not available to the casual visitor. Alternatively, you can
become a premium member for just $2.00 per
month ($24.00). Premium membership shows
your support of the site and gives access to several
site enhancements.
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by Judy Eitzen

•

•
•
•
•

Build your own plant list.
Participate in the HMF cutting exchange
Upload your garden photos; share your experience with other rose enthusiasts.
Record your own private notes; private journal
entries are not shared with other site visitors.
Post reviews and comments on nurseries, publications, etc.
Get help from experts around the world.
Share your enthusiasm for roses with other
rose lovers.
Learn of upcoming rose-related events; track
them with your personal calendar.
Exchange messages with others through your
personal HMF message board without revealing your email address.

Lovers of roses should certainly plan to visit the
site frequently and consider joining as a premium
member of this fine service.

HAVE NO FEAR…
…we may be seriously outnumbered, but with some
careful planning and forethought, we can prevail (or
at least hold our own.) Pruning time is a great time to
study the roses. Look closely to see if you notice
signs of disease or pests. Knowing what pest is causing damage is half the battle for control. Here are a
few resources to help gardeners identify damage and
the pests that cause it.
Garden Insects of North America: The Ultimate
Guide to Backyard Bugs (Princeton Field
Guides) by Whitney Cranshaw Princeton University
Press, 2004. This comprehensive and user-friendly
book is an encyclopedic guide to common insects
and mites affecting yard and garden plants in North
America. Through full-color photos and concise,
clear, scientifically accurate text, Cranshaw describes
the vast majority of species associated with shade
trees and shrubs, turfgrass, flowers and ornamental
plants, vegetables, and fruits. Thinking as a gardener, Cranshaw arranges information according to
the type of damage inflicted, e.g. “leaf chewers”.
Insects are then further characterized by host plant,
range, appearance and habits. With more than 1,400
photographs, this guide is truly comprehensive.
The Organic Gardener's Handbook of Natural
Pest and Disease Control: A Complete Guide to
Maintaining a Healthy Garden and Yard the
Earth-Friendly Way by Fern Marshall Bradley, Barbara W. Ellis and Deborah L. Martin. Rodale Books,
2010
The Rodale publishing house has long been a leader
in organic methods of gardening and this thoroughly
updated edition features the latest science-based recommendations for battling garden problems. With
photos of common and recently introduced pests
and plant diseases, you can quickly identify
whether you've discovered garden friend or foe
and what action, if any, you should take. The
book includes a plant-by-plant guide with symptoms and solutions for 200 popular plants. The
insect-and-disease encyclopedia includes a photo
identification guide and detailed descriptions of
damage. Extensive coverage of the most up-todate organic control techniques and products are
presented in order of lowest impact to most extensive
intervention.

by judy eitzen
Several Rose Garden volunteers are also Master
Gardeners and as such are familiar with the next
two titles. Both are research-based and published by the University of California. The first,
Pests of the Garden and Small Farm: A
Grower's Guide to Using Less Pesticide, Second edition by Mary Louise Flint was published
in 1999. Though it’s not a new publication, most
of the pests found in California gardens are included here and are easily identified through charts that
include the most common pest problems. More than
350 color photographs and drawings are included so
the reader can see examples of damage and the pests
that are the cause. Crop tables at the end of the book
describe major pests on 30 vegetable and fruit tree
crops and refer you to specific pages for more detail.
The book's approach minimizes the use of broad
spectrum pesticides, relying primarily on alternatives
such as: biological control; resistant varieties; traps
and barriers; less toxic pesticides such as soaps, oils,
and microbials; changing planting, irrigation, or cultivating procedures; and other preventive measures.
While the focus is on agricultural plants, there is information useful to home gardeners, too.
The second book is Pests of Landscape Trees and
Shrubs: An Integrated Pest Management Guide
by Steve H. Dreistadt. It was published by the University in 2004 and is called by many the ultimate
guide to managing landscape pests. Research-based
text makes it easy to diagnose and manage hundreds
of pests – insects, mites, nematodes as well as some
diseases and weeds. It includes updated information
on the use of environmentally safe, ecologically based
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) methods; landscape designs that prevent pests, selection of resistant
plant varieties and the use of less-toxic pesticides.
The book also includes over 100 pages of tree and
shrub pest tables helpful to identify common pest
problems.
With this manual in hand you will be able to diagnose
and manage hundreds of insect, mite, weed, plant disease, and nematode pests. Includes 432 color photographs, 117 drawings and tables, references, glossary,
and an index.
(Continued on page 9)
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DR. WANG, CONT
(Continued from page 1)

to the United States by USDA Plant Finder, Frank Meyer.
It's a climber with a slight fragrance and a regrettable tendency to mildew. Dr. Wang said that it is not the Chinese
rose known as 'Fun Jwan Lo,' which is very fragrant, has
more than 80 petals, and is always a shrub. When we asked
Dr. Wang what he thought our rose was in China, he
shrugged and said, “Probably an understock.” Certainly,
that's how it has been used in California and elsewhere. We
still find it surviving in cemeteries long after whatever was
budded onto it is long gone.
WHITE PEARL

Dr. Wang also said that our 'White Pearl in Red Dragon's
Mouth' is not the same as the Chinese 'Chi Long Han
Zhu.” All of America's 'WPIRDM' are shrubs, although
some are very dwarf and some grow tall, building cane-oncane. The names of Chinese roses are not only poetic, they
also describe the rose's characteristics. “Chi” means “red,”
“Long” means “in the mouth,” “Han” means “dragon,”
and “Zhu” means “white center.” Dr. Wang says that Chinese roses with “dragon” in their name are climbing roses.

ample, the 'Green Rose,' or 'Viridiflora,' supposedly originated in South Carolina. However, Dr. Wang said that it
has been known for centuries in China. While it's possible
that this sport, which causes the sepals to grow like petals,
has occurred more than once, perhaps the South Carolina
rose came from China. Dr. Wang believed that the rose
that we grow as 'Napoleon' is another old Chinese cultivar.
Could the name 'Napoleon” have been put onto a rose of
Chinese origin? Fred pointed out that 'Napoleon' is a triploid1, and that we won't know for sure that the Chinese
rose is the same until it's found to have the same
ploidy. 'Napoleon' appears to be a form of Old Blush, with
typical wrinkles on its petals.

FRAGRANCE

Dr. Wang talked about the fragrance of roses, and said that
rugosas were known in China over 1000 years ago and were
one of the sources of fragrance in China roses. He feels
that China roses have been wrongly accused of not having
fragrance, and that some varieties have a fragrance very
similar to 'Double Delight.' He detected that fragrance in
'Cels Multiflora,' a rose which seemed familiar to him and
which Fred Boutin says has been found in many California
locations. Dr. Wang said that the other primary sources of
fragrance in Chinese roses are R. odorata and R. gigantea.
In China, Dr. Wang pointed out, wild banksiae roses have
prickles, unlike the cultivated varieties which were brought
to the West. He said that Hunan province has a long history of cultivating R. roxburghii plena, and that only R. roxburghii simplex is found in the wild. He took some cuttings
of our plena.
He also took cuttings of “Bengal Fire,” and was very interested in it. Both he and Fred collected its hips. While the
rose is grown in this country, England and elsewhere in
Europe under several names, Dr. Wang did not offer a Chinese identity for it.
It's possible that some roses that are said to have originated
in Europe or the USA are ancient Chinese roses. For ex6

FORTUNE’S DOUBLE YELLOW

'Fortune's Double Yellow' was grown in ancient gardens, as
long ago as the Song Dynasty and perhaps longer. It was
grown in pots, which is still how the Chinese grow many
trees and flowers. The Chinese tradition of container gardening goes back for millennia, and fragments of pots from
7000 years ago have rose-like patterns. Dr. Wang said that
"bon sai" in Chinese simply means "pot cultivation," and
that the Chinese and Japanese characters are the same. He
pointed out that Japan was open to Western exploration
much earlier than China was, so we think that things originated in Japan that in fact were first in China.
As he left, Dr. Wang complimented us on our collection, a
very nice thing to hear. It was a wonderful day, one in
(Continued on page 7)

CALIFORNIA CLIMATE CHANGE
In June, UC Berkeley, launched a new website devoted to
climate change in California. Cal-Adapt.org is designed
to provide public access to the wealth of data produced by
California’s scientific and research community. The data
available in this site offer a view of how climate change
might affect California at the local level and is updated as
new data become available.
Cal-Adapt.org, has a variety of features tailored for different types of users, including members of the general
public concerned about their neighborhood or region;
decision-makers, such as city planners and resource managers; and experts who want to examine data.
The information on the website comes from peerreviewed climate change research funded by the California
Energy Commission’s (CEC) Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) program, which funds and oversees the CalAdapt website project. The site displays research data in a
variety of climate change-related scenarios and in map
format, modeling various projections – such as changes in
snow pack, wildfire danger and temperature – through the
end of the century.

by judy eitzen
“PIER-funded projects have produced enormous
amounts of data and findings related to climate change
and its impact on California, but until now the data
from the research has been inaccessible to a larger audience,” said Kevin Koy, manager of the Geospatial Innovation Facility (GIF), the state-of-the-art mapping
and geo-location center at UC Berkeley’s College of
Natural Resources, where the Cal-Adapt website was
developed.
One fascinating component coming soon is the Historic Photo Hunt. Scientists will be looking for sites to
compare contemporary photos with those taken by
USGS surveyors in the 1920’s and 1930’s.

DR. WANG, concluded
(Continued from page 6)

which all of the work that we have put into the cemetery
garden was evident and clearly worthwhile. As Fred
commented, this was exactly the reason that we have the
garden - a chance to collect, preserve and study the
roses. It was wonderful, too, that the garden looked very
nice, with raindrops still on the roses and everything
fresh and clean.
_______________________
1 triploid:

an organism that possesses three complete sets
of chromosomes per nucleus. Roses may have haploid,
diploid, triploid, tetraloid, or more sets of chromosomes.

DR WANG’S VISIT TO THE U.S.
While in the United States, Dr. Wang spoke
at Quarryhill Botanic Garden and to the
Manhattan Rose Society. An article written
by Dr. Wang about “Rare Chinese Rose
Species and Ancient Cultivars” is in Mystery
Roses, a special edition of the Heritage
Rose Foundation's Rosa Mundi. We have
several of these books for sale. He is writing a book on Chinese roses, which initially
will be published in Chinese. He is exploring an English language translation to be
published later.

7

Take care of your tools
Now that pruning season is about to begin, it’s time to
put pruning tools in order. Why bother with the tools?
The work is much easier, clean tools help prevent disease,
and sharp tools make clean, smooth cuts which helps the
plant stay healthy.
First, there are two schools of thought about garden
tools: those that prefer to buy cheap and replace often
on the theory that one will misplace the item soon
enough, so why not just get a new one…and those who
prefer quality tools, kept in good shape as the smartest
approach to gardening. This article is directed at the latter (the former can fend for themselves).
We use a variety of tools to prune and deadhead roses
and the same techniques apply to most. Of course, the
most common tool-related activity with repeat-blooming
roses in winter is pruning. Understanding how these
plants respond to wounding (that’s what pruning really is,
after all) is helpful to developing good technique and understanding why tool maintenance is important.
Plants have the ability to modify the structure and function of their cells. They are also able to limit the spread
of disease by placing a chemical barrier across a stem,
eventually causing dieback. This chemical barrier helps
prevent boring insects and diseases from entering the
main plant. When a stem is cut, a similar barrier is established over the wound. Over time, the rose reinforces
this chemical barrier into an air- and water-tight barrier to
protect the plant. Thus, clean, smooth cuts are an important element of pruning, and well-maintained tools are
crucial to clean, smooth cuts.
Knowing how to sharpen your tools is essential to keeping pruning cuts clean and smooth. In addition, routine
maintenance will keep tools sharp longer and help prevent the spread of disease. Basic tool tasks include:
• Keep moving parts oiled and tight (an oiled tool is
easier to use)
• Wipe blades after every use (dirt left behind can dull
or nick the blades)
• Sanitize with a solution of bleach and water between
plants to prevent disease
• Prevent rust by wiping blades with oily cloth before
storing.
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By judy eitzen
Anvil pruners and by-pass pruners require different
sharpening techniques. Anvil pruners close with the
blade against a flat surface (the anvil) and work best on

dead wood. By-pass pruners work like scissors; the
blades pass by each other. Anvil pruners require sharpening only the cutting blade; by-pass pruners need both
blades sharpened. This applies to both pruners and loppers.
Sharpening Pruners and Loppers
Clean tools both before and after sharpening. Pruners
and loppers can be sharpened in place or taken apart.
When taking a tool apart, be sure to line up the parts
carefully so the tool can be easily reassembled. (It’s

probably also smart to take just one tool apart at a time.)
You will need a whetstone, carborundum stone or grindstone to sharpen tool blades. Soak the whetstone in oil
or water before use and continue to add liquid to it during sharpening. The liquid is used to float away ground
off particles.
(Continued on page 9)

Have no fear, con’t.
(Continued from page 5)

Looking for some creepy, crawly, dreadful, hair-raising
reading on a cool winter evening? Amy Stewart’s Wicked
Bugs: The Louse That Conquered Napoleon's Army
& Other Diabolical Insects fits the bill.

Holding a book in my hand is still my favorite way to read,
but some of these books and many others are available as
downloads to your computer, electronic reader and even
as phone apps. Check them out.

Published this year by Algonquin Books, this darkly comical book looks at the sinister side of our relationship with
the natural world. Stewart has tracked down over one
hundred of our worst entomological foes—creatures that
infest, infect, and generally wreak havoc on human affairs.
From the world’s most painful hornet, to the flies that
transmit deadly diseases, to millipedes that stop traffic, to
the “bookworms” that devour libraries, to the Japanese
beetles munching on your roses (not ours, thank goodness), Wicked Bugs delves into the extraordinary powers
of six- and eight-legged creatures. Intricate and strangely
beautiful etchings and drawings by Briony Morrow-Cribbs
capture diabolical bugs of all shapes and sizes in this mixture of history, science, murder, and intrigue that begins—
but doesn’t end—in your own back yard.

Tool Care, con’t
(Continued from page 8)

Hold the blade against the whetstone at the same angle
as the blade’s edge. Move the blade against the stone
as if to cut a thin slice off the whetstone. Continue
until the blade is sharpened. Carefully wipe blade and
handle, reassemble the tool and wipe with an oily cloth
before storing.
If a blade has been nicked, use a file to gently remove
metal before sharpening the blade. A grinding wheel
can be used for serious nicks. Wear eye protection and
use caution with grinding wheels as they can quickly
remove too much metal from the blade. Metal placed
against a moving wheel also causes heat which can remove the temper of the blade, so grindstones should
only be used when necessary.

Pruning Saws
Open a pruning saw and clamp it teeth upwards in a
vise. Use a small round file. Pruning saw teeth alternate flat and beveled edges; file only the beveled edges
by pulling the file against each beveled edge on the saw
blade.
Some saws require special treatment to sharpen. Some
hardened blades cannot be sharpened and others (i.e.,
chain saws) are very tedious and dangerous to tackle.
These tools are best left to professionals. An alternative is to purchase a replacement blade for the saw.
The most important garden tool maintenance tasks are
keeping tools cleaned and oiled. Remove rust at first
sight. Check over your pruning tools before getting
into the serious business of pruning your roses this
winter and you will find the job easier and the roses
healthier.
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CEMETERY ROSE
Garden Tip
Winter Weeds
Cool season annual weeds germinate in the
fall, grow slowly through the winter and set
seed in early spring. In midwinter, these
weeds are generally small and shallow
rooted. Indeed, some are hardly noticeable.
Look for them while pruning your roses, pull
them now (roots and all) and you’ll have
fewer problems when things warm up next
spring. Pulling tiny weeds on a mild winter
day is much more pleasant than battling a
bed full of weeds next spring.

Cemetery Rose
Judy Eitzen, editor
8698 Elk Grove Blvd,
Ste 3-271
Elk Grove, CA
95624
verlaine@citlink.net
www.cemeteryrose.org
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