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Living in California can lead a gardener to believe that winter tasks are
for eastern gardeners and those living at higher elevations where frost
and snow penetrate the ground.
After all, it rarely snows here and
the ground doesn’t freeze hard.
However, we do have some winter
chores that should be done to prepare our gardens for spring.

by Judy Eitzen
If you look at a Sunset map of climate zones in California, you will
note that most of us are located in
zone 14, smack in the lowest part of
the Sacramento Valley. As winter
cold sinks to the lowest elevations,
we have learned some precautions
should be taken.
Roses generally stand up to our
winter conditions with a couple of
(Continued on page 3)
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David Austin Next Great Rosarian
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Activities and
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Pruning Clinics
Dec 5 & Jan 9
10 a.m.
Pruning
Invitational
Jan 16
OPEN GARDEN
April 17, 2010

by Judy Eitzen

In January David Austin, hybridizer of
English Roses and founder of David
Austin Roses, Albrighton, Wolverhampton, UK will be honored at Great
Rosarians 10 held at the Huntington
Botanical Gardens in San Marino.
Many Rose Garden volunteers and
friends are planning to travel to the
Huntington to hear the GROW lecture
on Sunday, January 24, 2010 and participate in the rose events planned for
that weekend.

encouraged Austin to continue development of new roses. His nursery was
established in 1969 on the family farm
in Albrighton.

David Austin began hybridizing roses
on his farm in the 1950’s and introduced his first rose, ‘Constance Spry’ in
1961. This proved a great success and

David Austin hybridized roses using
both old garden and modern roses with
the result that the best characteristics of
each appear in his roses. They are

Over the years, we have come to know
and love Austin roses which can be
found in many California gardens. His
catalog, Handbook of Roses is now in its
37th year and Mr. Austin has authored
a number of books including The English Roses and The Rose.

(Continued on page 4)
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Buy Local
We are all looking for ways to encourage and support our community
and to maintain healthy local businesses. Of course, it’s very convenient to hit the big box stores for
nearly everything—after all, it seems
there’s one on every corner. However, I believe that now is a very
good time to support our local nurseries and garden centers. It’s to
your advantage as well as theirs.
Local nurseries have plants that are
suited for local conditions. In fact, a
number of nurseries have growing
areas right here.

editorial
Local nurseries stand behind their
offerings too, and that can save you
money.
Go online or check out the phone
book and search for Sacramento
nurseries. You’ll be surprised at
the number, quality and variety of
items and plants available. Each
has something special to offer and I
encourage everyone to visit several
local nurseries to find that special
something that’s just right.
Contributions, complaints, greetings: verlaine@citlink.net or call me at 685-6634.

.

Judy Eitzen

These plants will grow better than
seeds started out of state and
trucked to Sacramento.

Rose Garden Maintenance Report
by Anita Clevenger

“...we are worried
about the safety of
the elm tree at Ivy
and
Laburnum...please
don’t park under
it.”

In the Historic Rose Garden, fall is the
lull before the storm, both figuratively
and literally. We hold back from full-scale
pruning, even as days get shorter and our
pruning fingers start to itch. Soon
enough, we'll be storming through the
rose garden, pruning as many roses as
possible, but not quite yet. There's not
much point in deadheading this late in
the season, either. We've been trimming
the climbing roses and making sure that
they are secured to their structures with
foam-coated wire in preparation for
stormy weather.
Early Storm
That strategy paid off well on Oct 13th,
when we had high winds and three inches
of rain. The climbing roses survived intact. Less lucky were some of the elm
trees and the roses that were underneath
them.
A large limb crashed onto
'Comtesse du Cayla'. At the intersection
of Ivy and Laburnum, another large elm

limb fell on several roses, including 'Gloire
des Rosomanes' and ‘White Pearl in Red
Dragon's Mouth'. We were lucky – nobody
was hurt, the roses weren't badly damaged,
and none of the monuments were damaged.
(see photos page 5)
In fact, we are worried about the safety of the
elm tree at Ivy and Laburnum right in the
middle of the Rose Garden. It has dropped
limbs in previous windstorms and also during
hot summer weather. We've asked the City
to assess whether it should be removed.
While we are awaiting their response, please
don't park under it, and limit the amount of
time that you spend under it.
Irrigation
In season, we deep-water the cemetery roses
once a week. Water is turned on at night due
to demands elsewhere in the cemetery during
the day. Until recently, the roses were watered manually. Barbara Oliva or another
volunteer drove to the cemetery in the late
(Continued on page 5)
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Winter tasks, Cont.
(Continued from page 1)

exceptions. If you have tender new
plants taken from fall or late summer
cuttings, their tiny root systems may not
be enough to support the plant when cold,
dry January winds come blustering in. Moving new starts to a wind-sheltered area is a
good idea. In addition, late-summer, earlyfall pruning followed by warm days (as we
had this October) may result in tender new
growth that might freeze back on a cold December night.
This is also the time of year when we pot up
cuttings that have set good roots. Transplant carefully to avoid broken rootlets
which can be the entry point for soil-borne
disease.
The charts below show average temperatures
and precipitation for the Sacramento region.
Keep this information in mind when locating plants and pots.
With mild rainy days, we’re tempted to get
outside despite the rain, but it’s best not to
prune on rainy days—it’s too easy to introduce water-borne pathogens. A rainy day
however, is the time to collect and prepare

your tools. They all need to be thoroughly cleaned and sharpened before
pruning season. A rainy day is just right
for this chore.
Many roses have already or are now losing
their leaves and because many pathogens
and some pests can winter over in the leaf
litter, now’s the time to clean it up. This
is especially true if the rose had shown
signs of disease or pests during last season. If you find diseased leaves, strip
them off and throw them away. While
there’s more than one opinion about how
much leaf-litter cleaning is necessary, generally neatening the area and removing
debris next to plant stems will be beneficial to the rose.
A much more enjoyable winter activity
than the ones above is to select and plant
summer flowering bulbs in January. A
general rule is to be guided by what’s
available in local nurseries and plant at
that time.
Finally, kick back with a cup of hot chocolate and a rose catalog or two to plan next
spring’s plantings.

If you find diseased
leaves, strip them off
and throw them
away.

Cemetery Rose
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Austin, cont.
(Continued from page 1)

strong, hardy, fragrant and have the
flower shape of the old garden roses
we love. They also have the characteristics of health and remontancy of
modern roses.
By the 1980’s, Austin’s hybridizing
fame spread as he introduced ‘Graham
Thomas’, ‘Mary Rose’, and ‘Abraham
Darby’. As he continued to develop
more “English Roses”, his roses have
become popular world wide for their
contribution to garden landscaping as
well to the rose garden.
Austin has introduced some 200
“English Roses” now available worldwide through offices in the US, Russia
and Japan as well as his original nursery in the UK.
The Great Rosarians of the World
annual lecture will be held at The
Huntington Library, Art Collections,

and Botanical Gardens in San Marino,
California on Saturday and Sunday,
January 23-24, 2010. The expanded
program will kick off on Saturday and
include a hands on workshop on rose
propagation, an exhibit of fine art rose
photography, and exhibit on rose fragrance including rare rose waters and
oils, and an exhibit of some of the rare
rose books from the Huntington collection. On that Saturday evening there
will be a buffet dinner honoring Mr.
Austin.
The program on Sunday, January 24
will include two panel discussions featuring local rosarians on topics such as
‘The Best Roses For Southern California Gardens’ and ‘Developing a Home
Rose Library’. There will be a lunch
and Mr. Austin’s program will be presented at 2:00 PM, followed by a reception featuring a selection of rose
themed desserts.

Price: $40.00 for basic ticket. Contact Clair Martin at 626.405.3507 or by mail. The Huntington, 1151
Oxford Road, CA 91108, Attn. Clair Martin. Checks payable to The Huntington. Can request just the
program or buffet dinner, program and lunch.
Please check the Great Rosarians website at www.greatrosarians.com for more details.

Going Green
The Historic Rose Garden is a garden of surviving
roses that in most cases lived for many years without
pesticides, chemical fertilizers and even watering.
Most plants continue to grow this way, naturally,
throughout the world. We now recognize that for
long-term survival, the best support we can give our
plants is to provide a natural – organic – growing
area.
Because chemical fertilizers can give a quick result, and
seem inexpensive, and organic gardening sounds like a lot
of work and expense, many don’t even try to go organic.
Yet chemicals can harm the garden in the short run and
are bad for the environment in the long run. Organic

by Judy Eitzen
gardening need not be more work and, over time, will take
less effort and result in healthier plants. How is this possible?
Many chemical fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides contribute
to the destruction of beneficial soil organisms that help plants
fend off pests and diseases. Chemical fertilizers can build up
in the soil and, over time, reduce overall soil productivity.
Perennial plants, like our roses, become weaker and weaker in
the process, making more chemical treatments necessary just
to keep them alive.
The chemistry of common gardening practices has a deleterious effect on the wildlife and the environment. The use of
(Continued on page 6)
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Maintenance Report, cont.
(Continued from page 2)

afternoon to turn on the irrigation—a different section
each day. The City staff turned it off in the morning. This put a burden on limited volunteer and staff
resources, and wasted water. We recently installed
battery-operated timers. The timers are off right now,
but ready to go for next spring. Kathryn MacKenzie
chairs our irrigation team that will check the system
and monitor operations. This is a great improvement
to our operations, and should ensure that roses get
regular water without volunteers or staff required. Thanks to everybody who has helped us raise
funds for this project.
Fall Plantings
Fall is the best time for planting new roses and we've
planted ten so far. The majority are Tea roses, including 'Devoniensis,' 'Rosette Delizy,' “Sarah Moon” (a
Cochet rose), and “Hubner” (a possible 'Rubens' from
Stockton Rural Cemetery). We planted a second
“Tamalpais Homestead Tea” to see if it would do better in a sunnier spot. We also planted “Pulich Children,” “China from Adina,” and “Louise Avenue,” an

early Hybrid Tea. Gregg Lowery of Vintage Gardens
gave us R. roxburghii normalis, a single version of the
Chestnut Rose which produces copious hips.
We selected 'Devoniensis' to go into A. P. Smith's plot
because it was one of the roses that his nursery listed
for sale in its 1857 catalog. Jeri Jennings donated one
propagated from a large plant in San Juan Bautista. It
threw out a long cane, making us wonder if it is actually the climbing version. We decided to put this
plant into another spot in the garden, and plant a
bush form of 'Devoniensis' in A. P.'s plot. Laura
Hughes donated one purchased from Vintage Gardens, originally collected by Phillip Robinson and
Gregg Lowery from the Santa Rosa Rural Cemetery.
Gregg tells us that the Santa Rosa Rural Cemetery has
been inspired by our rose garden to replant all their
old roses. He said, “We donated back all of the roses
that once thrived there when we first rustled roses in
the Santa Rosa Old Rural. We've also planted there
many of the old roses that Phillip rustled in Santa
Rosa in the 1970s.”
Starting in December, the lull will be over, and we will
be pruning up a storm. Come join us on Tuesday and
Saturday mornings.

Moving Roses
Some of our roses will also be heading to Santa Rosa, but not
t o
the cemetery. Gregg is landscaping the gardens at the McDonald Mansion, otherwise known as Mableton. It's familiar
to many of us as the house in Disney's Pollyanna. In exchange for a donation to our rose garden, Gregg plans to relocate two to four of our eight 'Perle d'Or' roses. It's hard to imagine digging out such massive roses, but he says it can
be done. He will cut the roses back severely, probably to about eighteen inches, and will wait until January so that the
roses are as dormant as possible. We'll be sure to document every step of the process. Mableton is a private home, but
the grounds are sometimes opened to the public, so perhaps we'll have a chance to visit our roses in their new, historic
home. While we will miss these roses, this will give us a chance to add more found roses to our collection and increase its diversity.
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Historic Rose Garden 5th Annual Pruning Invitational
You are hereby invited to participate in the Historic Rose
Garden 5th Annual Pruning Invitational on January 16, 2010.
We begin around 9 a.m. and divide into teams to tackle as
many of our large roses as we can get to before breaking for
lunch. It’s a pot-luck affair and you’re welcome to bring
goodies (but it’s not required). We’ll have hot chili to satisfy
outdoor workers on what will undoubtedly be rather cool
weather.
Bring your pruners, loppers and heavy gloves. Sturdy clothing is advised as some of these roses are heavily armed.
This is a great opportunity to meet and talk with fellow rose
lovers while providing much needed pruning. Please call or
email Anita to sign up (So we know how much chili to cook!)
715-7294 or anitac@surewest.net
If it rains that day, we will postpone to January 31.

Going Green, cont.
chemicals also has a negative effect on
wildlife. Emphasis on lawns in suburban
landscaping brings additional solid waste
in the form of chemically treated grass
clippings and debris and requires excessive amounts of water. The end result is
continual weakening of plants and an
increase in the use of chemicals.

Organic gardening focuses on building up the
soil, and looking for a natural balance in the
garden. Pathogens generally attack weak plants
that are not properly adapted to their environment and that live in poor soil. Therefore,
when we encourage the presence of beneficial
soil organisms through working the soil, plants
will generally be stronger and more resistant to
pests and diseases.

Plants will grow very well on their own in
the right soil and under the right conditions. Organic gardening is simply applying a series of techniques that promote a
natural balance of healthy soil and healthy
plants. Healthy, natural gardens mean
cleaner water, and a cleaner environment.

Soils 101
Plants, including our roses, need both macronutrients and micronutrients to do their best.
Macronutrients include nitrogen, phosphorous
and potassium, the big three found in chemical
fertilizers and also present in compost and

(Continued from page 4)

Plants, including our
roses, need both
macronutrients and
micronutrients to do
their best.

(Continued on page 7)
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Favorites

by Judy Eitzen

As gardeners, we tend to gravitate toward our
fvorites—favorite tools, favorite plants, favorite
views of the garden. Here are a few favorites
for the gift-giving time of year.

fort. Laura Hughes loves her Falco #6 pruner
which is meant for small hands. This makes
#6 easier to work with. Another favorite is
her goatskin gloves. (Mine, too!)

We all seem to agree that the very best gift for
a gardener is a new plant. Barbara Oliva loves
to get plants from friends, knowing it’s from
their garden. Jean Travis agrees that there’s
always room to tuck in one more.

Laura’s favorite gift is a charming and whimsical pot that she received last Christmas. “It is
perfect for the succulent I have planted in it,
but it would have looked equally wonderful
with pansies poking out of it, or something
long and trailing.”

Jean also says one of her favorite things is to
order and receive live plants—especially online.
I find that tools and garden supplies are easy
to purchase online.
Barbara’s favorite tool is a Japanese weeding
knife called a hori hori. It saves time and ef-

Whatever your favorites—
tools or pretties—using
them makes gardening
more fun!

HRF Annual Meeting
Barbara Oliva and Judy Eitzen attended the annual meeting of the Heritage Rose Foundation at the Antique Rose
Emporium in Brenham, Texas. Programs at the ARE fall festival included a talk on Saving old roses in Europe and
flower arrangements using roses and featured a panel discussion by HRF Board members; Mike Shoup, Malcolm
Manners and Fabien Ducher. At the Board meeting, Anita Clevenger was elected to serve as Barbara Oliva completed her term. We heard from Fabien Ducher that there will be an international historic rose conference in Lyons,
France in June of 2011.
It was a great opportunity to meet and greet fellow rose lovers; members of the HRF. If you do not belong, Judy
Eitzen has four copies of their superb publication, Rosa Mundi to give away to the first four who email her at Verlaine@citlink.net with promise to join this worthwhile organization dedicated to the preservation of antique roses.
(Continued from page 6)

organic soil amendments. Plants take up nitrogen to promote growth above ground; phosphorous supports flowers,
leaves, stems and roots while potassium supplies nutrients
to the whole plant and helps improve the soil.
Micronutrients are important, too. Calcium promotes
strong cell wall development; critical in helping plants fight
pathogens. Magnesium promotes more basal breaks in
roses which increases leaf and flower production. These
two examples show the importance of including a balance
of nutritional support to plants through organic – natural –
means.
The important thing is to build up the soil by adding organic
matter. Amendments include available household waste that

can be composted with minimal cost and effort, clean garden
waste, leaves in the fall, peat moss, sphagnum moss, untreated
grass clippings, manures and natural (usually wood) mulches.
In summary, there are many advantages of gardening organically; protecting the environment, conditioning the soil, increasing soil fertility by encouraging beneficial such as worms,
using kitchen and garden waste that would otherwise end up
in a land fill. You also do not have to find safe places to dispose of unused chemicals.
If you need to add commercial products, look for the organic
solutions that are available at many local nurseries and garden
centers. They may cost more in the beginning, but will be
better for your garden and your pocketbook in the long run.

CEMETERY
ROSE
Judy Eitzen
8698 Elk Grove Blvd.
Suite 3, #271
Elk Grove, CA 95624
Email: verlaine@citlink.net

WE’RE ON THE WEB
www.cemeteryrose.org

Perks

Quick Garden Tip
Tool Tips
•

Historic Rose Garden volunteers
receive more benefits than one
might think. Not only are volunteers able to spend time working on
a project that benefits the entire
community, they get to spend time
learning about roses with others interested in antique roses, their history and horticulture. Volunteers
are good company! Volunteers are
the first to try growing roses from
the Rose Garden in home gardens.
Join in!

Paint the handles of your tools a
bright red or orange so you can
spot them when they ‘walk
away’.

•

Adding pipe insulation to the
handle of a trowel will make
digging more comfortable; just
wrap in duct tape.

•

Sharpen pruning tools before
pruning time. Sharpen blades
on the bevel side only. Push the
file or honing stone forward and
across the blade. Lift and repeat, then run stone lightly
across the edge to remove any
burrs and you’re good to go.

Garden quote
The truth is that flower
breeders tend to be
concerned with the
more and more, while
they should be concerned with the better
and more beautiful.
David Austin—Old
Roses and English
Roses, 1993

