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In the fall, many Valley residents head for Apple 
Hill in pursuit of the perfect apple (or apple some-
thing) pie, fritters, jelly, cider.  Apples are, of 
course, members of the rose family (or is it the 
other way around?)  Anyway, roses produce hips, 
which though smaller than apples, are similar bo-
tanically.  Like apples, rose hips appear in fall 
and winter when many of us are performing gar-
den maintenance, but not really admiring how our 
gardens look.  I’m here to make a case for includ-
ing rose hips in your garden this fall. 

We select landscape plants for beautiful blooms 
or the color and texture of their leaves, but rarely 
do we select for the color, size and shape of the 
fruit.  Rose hips come in many different shapes, 
colors and sizes - from plump and round to long 
and slender; from bright red-orange to a dark red; 

from shiny, berry-like to bristly.  Some Rugosas 
produce hips that are as large as crab apples 
and, in the fall they turn brilliant colors of red and 
orange, and sometimes even purple.  They pro-
vide color, texture and interest to what could be 
an otherwise dull winter garden.  Birds and squir-
rels love them.  Humans use them as the richest 
source of Vitamin C on the planet. 

We work hard to keep our roses clean and re-
blooming by removing spent blooms throughout 
the season.  This year, try leaving the last blooms 
of late summer or fall on your plants to provide 
beauty in your garden while the rest of your plants 
are resting for winter. 

Contributions, complaints, greetings:verlaine@citlink.net or 
call me at 685-6634.                                     

Judy Eitzen 
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Nobody ever 
said,  

“A marigold is a 
marigold is a 

marigold.” 
 

ARS statement during 
lobbying effort to have 
the rose named as the 

national  flower. 

Quick Garden Tip: 
Clean Up Roses 

 
This year’s weather created a 
perfect environment for black 
spot, powdery mildew and a 
number of sucking and chewing 
pests.  This makes it doubly im-
portant to clean up the area 
around your roses as you ready 
your garden for winter.  Remove 
mulch, clean up fallen leaves and 
blooms and replace with fresh 
mulch.  This will help keep pests 
and diseases from wintering over 
and reappearing next spring to 
spoil the show. 
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