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Many Thanks
To our
Pruning Party
Volunteers

Master Gardeners:

Gold Coast Roses
Group

Rose Garden
Supporters

20& 3 " 444475

Okay, spring is just about here. It's the
time when we morph ourselves into
those-who-garden-while-it's-nice-outside
from those-who-prune-in-all-types-of-
weathers. Getting into the garden is not
only a imperative drive in our blood, but
it becomes fun again.

For those old enough to remember the
original Star Trek TV series, Dr. McCoy
was always being asked to perform vari-
ous non-medical duties. His response
was, of course, “I'm a doctor, not a ...”
A similar statement could readily apply
to us all.

We should not consider ourselves rude
when we respond to a friend who wants
to go to the movies on a bright, sunny
afternoon by saying, “I'm a gardener, not
a judge for the Oscars.”

Our non-gardening friends and family
should just plan on getting through this
season as best they can. | know my
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house becomes less organized—and
messier—when | spend more time in the
garden. When everything begins to leaf
out, | tend to leave the house and go out.
If I work at it now, | can lie in my ham-
mock in late spring and really enjoy be-
ing in my beautiful garden.

Recently, | spent just one such afternoon
indoors, wielding needle-nosed pliers,
working with friends to repair jewelry.
How did | know it was going to be a per-
fect day for gardening? | suppose |
could have said, “I'm a gardener, not a
jeweler.” That day | did not do so.

But I'm going on notice right now, that
spring requires my being outdoors plant-
ing, weeding, coaxing, nipping and en-
joying and if you hear me say, “I'm a gar-
dener, nota ..... I”, I'll apologize now.

Contributions, complaints, greetings: ver-
laine@citlink.net or call me at 685-6634.
Judy Eitzen
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OPEN GARDEN|
SCHEDULE

Tours:
10:15 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
1:15 p.m.

Raffle:
2:30 p.m
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May 20 Sunday 11-4:30

Roses Group of Northern California.

Don't miss this annual fantastic show at the El Cerrito Community Center, sponsored by the Heritage

Collectors bring in sample blooms of thousands of rare roses - one of the most beautiful mass dis-
plays. A number of nurseries will be there offering roses for sale. You can also find other plants
(especially geraniums) and rosy stuff (jewelry, clothing, painted china, vases, etc.) Barbara of Bell's
Books is usually there with the latest books on roses and horticulture.

A contingent of Cemetery Rose Garden folks are making the trip. If you're interested, please e-mail
Judy Eitzen at verlaine@citlink.net to join in the fun. OR on your own, take Hwy 80 or 580 to El
Cerrito, Central Ave. exit, go east to Ashbury, turn left to Moeser.
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Quick Garden Tip

Now (while it's cool) is the time to
check your watering system to be
sure your roses will get the water
they'll need later in the season.

Turn on your drip or sprinkler sys-
tem and check all emitters and
sprinkler heads. Replace or add
as necessary. Open connections
and clean filters and screens.

In our hot inland valley, roses re-
quire less frequent, but deep wa-
tering. A little attention now will
save problems (and maybe a rose)
later.
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Garden Quote
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